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The	
  courtyard	
  area	
  at	
  Wilton	
  Manors	
  Elementary	
  is	
  an	
  ongoing	
  learning	
  lab.	
  This	
  area	
  is	
  
used	
  for	
  individual	
  or	
  whole-­‐group	
  learning	
  activities.	
  Our	
  research	
  demonstrates	
  the	
  
tranquil	
  atmosphere	
  increases	
  reading	
  stamina	
  for	
  students.	
  Math	
  computations	
  appear	
  in	
  
chalk	
  on	
  the	
  patio	
  areas.	
  Geometry	
  scavenger	
  hunts	
  provide	
  the	
  opportunity	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  
recognize	
  curriculum	
  expectations	
  beyond	
  the	
  textbook.	
  Science	
  experiments	
  find	
  their	
  
way	
  into	
  the	
  many	
  nooks	
  of	
  the	
  courtyard	
  and	
  art	
  classes	
  sketch	
  real-­‐life	
  landscapes	
  there.	
  	
  
The	
  courtyard	
  is	
  used	
  daily	
  by	
  all	
  content	
  teachers	
  and	
  students.	
  	
  
Opportunities	
  for	
  learning	
  are	
  never	
  limited	
  to	
  the	
  classroom.	
  Throughout	
  the	
  year	
  
students	
  study	
  various	
  life	
  cycles.	
  Life	
  cycles	
  align	
  with	
  school	
  curriculum	
  in	
  the	
  primary	
  
grades,	
  but	
  students	
  in	
  all	
  grades	
  find	
  interest	
  in	
  the	
  gardens	
  before	
  and	
  after	
  school,	
  
carefully	
  lifting	
  leaves	
  in	
  search	
  of	
  the	
  different	
  phases	
  of	
  life.	
  	
  	
  
Vegetable,	
  herb	
  and	
  flower	
  gardens	
  are	
  maintained	
  by	
  all	
  students.	
  	
  We	
  have	
  applied	
  for	
  
the	
  ECO-­‐	
  School's	
  Sustainable	
  Food	
  Pathway.	
  Every	
  grade	
  level	
  does	
  a	
  planting	
  in	
  a	
  4'x4'	
  
garden	
  box.	
  	
  Students	
  assist	
  other	
  grade	
  levels	
  by	
  watering	
  or	
  weeding	
  their	
  boxes	
  to	
  
ensure	
  success	
  throughout	
  the	
  growing	
  season.	
  Teachers	
  bring	
  their	
  class	
  to	
  the	
  boxes	
  and	
  
measure	
  growth	
  of	
  the	
  plants	
  or	
  size	
  of	
  the	
  vegetables	
  in	
  the	
  gardens.	
  Discussions	
  that	
  
require	
  students	
  to	
  predict	
  an	
  outcome	
  take	
  place	
  during	
  the	
  discovery	
  process.	
  Vegetables	
  
are	
  harvested	
  and	
  shared	
  by	
  the	
  students	
  and	
  teachers.	
  For	
  some	
  students,	
  this	
  is	
  the	
  first	
  
time	
  they	
  are	
  exposed	
  to	
  fresh	
  garden	
  grown	
  vegetables.	
  	
  
	
  
Every	
  year,	
  Wilton	
  Manors	
  partners	
  with	
  various	
  groups	
  and	
  facilities	
  to	
  replenish	
  annual	
  
plants	
  and	
  garden	
  supplies.	
  This	
  year	
  we	
  planted	
  two	
  trees	
  in	
  the	
  courtyard,	
  both	
  of	
  which	
  
are	
  drought-­‐resistant	
  and	
  attract	
  butterflies.	
  The	
  trees	
  were	
  acquired	
  on	
  Water	
  Matters	
  
Day.	
  	
  By	
  planting	
  natives,	
  we	
  expand	
  our	
  landscaping	
  improvements,	
  increase	
  our	
  
knowledge	
  about	
  local	
  flora	
  and	
  fauna	
  and	
  decrease	
  water	
  usage	
  because	
  the	
  plants	
  
conform	
  to	
  this	
  climate.	
  This	
  only	
  begins	
  to	
  touch	
  upon	
  what	
  the	
  school	
  community	
  can	
  
achieve	
  in	
  the	
  future.	
  The	
  garden	
  area	
  has	
  been	
  deemed	
  a	
  Certified	
  Schoolyard	
  Habitat	
  Site	
  
since	
  2004	
  by	
  the	
  National	
  Wildlife	
  Federation.	
  We	
  proudly	
  display	
  the	
  NWF	
  plaque.	
  	
  	
  
	
  We	
  have	
  created	
  a	
  Peace	
  Garden	
  in	
  our	
  courtyard.	
  This	
  section	
  contains	
  benches,	
  flowers,	
  
plants,	
  a	
  tree	
  with	
  international	
  symbols	
  of	
  peace,	
  a	
  peace	
  pole	
  inscribed	
  in	
  four	
  languages	
  
and	
  a	
  mosaic	
  dedicated	
  to	
  the	
  creator	
  of	
  the	
  Passport	
  to	
  Peace,	
  which	
  is	
  our	
  character	
  
education	
  program	
  at	
  Wilton	
  Manors.	
  This	
  area	
  is	
  used	
  for	
  reading,	
  reflecting	
  and	
  small	
  
group	
  meetings	
  and	
  is	
  maintained	
  by	
  students.	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  
Habitat	
  Restoration/Improvement	
  	
  
One	
  improvement	
  at	
  the	
  school	
  is	
  the	
  mosaic	
  project.	
  The	
  project	
  covers	
  twelve	
  seven-­‐foot	
  
tall	
  pillars	
  in	
  the	
  courtyard.	
  Students	
  and	
  teachers	
  created	
  ceramic	
  symbols	
  and	
  letters	
  that	
  
represent	
  our	
  character	
  education	
  curriculum.	
  It	
  is	
  directly	
  aligned	
  with	
  the	
  attitudes	
  and	
  
learner	
  profile	
  attributes	
  of	
  the	
  International	
  Baccalaureate	
  program.	
  The	
  entire	
  school	
  
body;	
  teachers,	
  students,	
  custodial	
  and	
  cafeteria	
  staff,	
  paraprofessionals,	
  parents,	
  
volunteers	
  and	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  community	
  have	
  participated	
  in	
  this	
  venture.	
  	
  	
  



The	
  mosaic	
  project	
  is	
  an	
  environmental	
  bonus.	
  Walls	
  covered	
  with	
  mosaic	
  will	
  never	
  
require	
  painting.	
  With	
  the	
  reduction	
  of	
  chemicals	
  on	
  campus,	
  we	
  decrease	
  toxins	
  in	
  the	
  soil	
  
where	
  our	
  gardens	
  are	
  planted.	
  This	
  teaches	
  students	
  to	
  think	
  about	
  ground	
  water	
  toxins	
  
and	
  chemicals	
  that	
  can	
  defeat	
  efforts	
  to	
  grow	
  foods	
  naturally	
  and	
  healthy	
  for	
  human	
  
consumption.	
  	
  
As	
  a	
  local	
  community	
  tie,	
  Home	
  Depot	
  and	
  Lowes	
  donated	
  garden	
  supplies	
  and	
  native	
  and	
  
drought	
  resistant	
  plants	
  to	
  help	
  in	
  our	
  effort	
  with	
  land	
  and	
  habitat	
  conservation.	
  Lowes	
  
volunteered	
  by	
  working	
  alongside	
  students	
  and	
  staff	
  during	
  the	
  planning	
  and	
  planting	
  
phases	
  of	
  the	
  gardens.	
  Each	
  year	
  we	
  expand	
  our	
  efforts	
  to	
  increase	
  student	
  knowledge	
  and	
  
experience	
  with	
  ecosystems.	
  	
  
Students	
  learn	
  through	
  the	
  curriculum	
  about	
  the	
  biodiversity	
  of	
  nature	
  in	
  Florida	
  and	
  the	
  
history	
  of	
  the	
  Everglades.	
  	
  Students	
  learned	
  about	
  invasive	
  species	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  Melaleuca	
  
and	
  Brazilian	
  Holly	
  which	
  negatively	
  impacts	
  the	
  environment.	
  After	
  they	
  experience	
  the	
  
Everglades,	
  they	
  are	
  inspired	
  to	
  be	
  advocates	
  for	
  local	
  and	
  global	
  environments.	
  The	
  trip	
  
became	
  a	
  necessary	
  element	
  that	
  rounds	
  off	
  their	
  education.	
  	
  
The	
  International	
  Baccalaureate	
  curriculum	
  requires	
  an	
  exhibition	
  project	
  for	
  fifth	
  grade	
  
students.	
  Small	
  groups	
  are	
  formed	
  and	
  a	
  global	
  issue	
  is	
  chosen.	
  Sustainable	
  Food	
  Pathways	
  
has	
  evolved	
  after	
  a	
  Flying	
  Classroom	
  lesson.	
  	
  Groups	
  contact	
  agencies,	
  research	
  articles	
  and	
  
present	
  their	
  findings	
  through	
  power	
  point	
  presentations,	
  videos	
  and	
  charted	
  information	
  
to	
  increase	
  awareness	
  and	
  show	
  their	
  advocacy.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  














